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by Weston Syverson

# The phone rang, something |
usually take for granted. On the
other end was Doug Shaylor with New Tribes
Mission to talk about the need to replace some
aging telephone systems in Papua New
Guinea. For over a year we communicated via
phone calls and emails to finalize all of the de-
tails for this project. A team of 4 from Tech
Serve carried the telephone systems, 1000 feet
of cable and all of the parts to the job locations
in Papua New Guinea.

The In-

terface

Campus
i s near

Goroka,
i n the east-
ern Highlands, and we arrived to find a beauti-
ful campus with a blown up phone system. In
one short week all of the cable was re-spliced,
tested, grounded and protected. The old sys-
tem was removed and the new (used) system
installed with new protection and grounding.
The campus is situated next to a BenaBena
village and exists to provide an opportunity for
college students to experience the mission field
firsthand. Here they are given language train-
ing and time in the village working with the
Bena people. 2/3rds of the students that go
through this month long course end up in mis-
sionary service.

Missionary Jacob, Earl, Jerry and Michael repairing a

Richard Foster is the local missionary to the Bena-
Bena. His family has been working and living in the
village for many years. During our time there we ran
600 feet of cable to his house to provide him with a
phone so that he can call and reach the other mis-
sionaries on the base.

When we left, the director Janie told me, “It was so
nice to realize | could just pick up the phone and call
up the hill?”

My favorite part of this trip was the fellowship with the
missionaries there. What incredible people with dedi-
cation to promoting what missions and the Gospel is
all about. What a privilege to help them in their work.

Earl, NTM Missionary Peter, and crew




From Goroka we boarded a

New Tribes Mission airplane

and flew to the big island of

West New Britain. The NTM

center at Hoskins is the base
of operations for many missionaries working out in the
remote parts of the island.

When 1 first met Randy (Islands Chairman) and Mike
(Islands Administrator) they were all smiles, | think it's
because we had come to remove a burden. | observed
as they showed me their tricks to make the old telephone
system operational after a lightning strike or some glitch
in the system. It was very technical and made me sad
to think that so much of their time was wasted baby -
sitting this antique.

In our suitcases, we brought a replacement system and
all the parts to re-rehabilitate their cable facilities. In an-
other short week, Earl and Jerry had re-spliced and
grounded all of the outside cable and re-worked all the
protectors, as well as training NTM missionaries Steven
Thompson and Greg Stevens in cable maintenance.

In the phone room, each circuit was a maze to follow.
After many years of modifications, the situation was con-
fusing to say the least. Station 107 goes from A to3to T
to8toZ ...? We completely removed the old wiring
and started over.

When we finished, the phone system terminals were
plainly identified on the right and the protected cable ter-
minals on the left. While we simplified the installation,
we trained Steven, Greg and others on how to maintain
the system.

It is no small task what Randy and Mike are in charge of.
The last thing they need to worry about is the phone sys-
tem! With some of the maintenance personnel trained
and the system installed and working well, Randy and

Mike are free to do what God has called them to do

The best part of the trip was spending time with the mis-
sionaries. What a blessing to talk with Peter & Pam Van
Der Decker about their work in a tribe for the last 15+
years. There are now several villages with thriving
churches, and the tribal members have become mission-
aries to their own people. Praise the Lord! What a privi-
lege to serve these amazing people.

Visit www.ntm.org to learn more.

Weston training
NTM missionaries
Greg and Steven

Tech Serve volun-
teer Jerry Barton
worked long hourg
fixing problems

Tech Serve
Volunteers
Earl & Ellen
Nickelson
have trav-
eled the
world
together
serving mis-
sions with
their talents.

Weston with the
simplified tele-
phone system
installation.
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TSI Superintendent Lloyd Osborn building retaining
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While the deaf workers dug the foundation footers
through the old church/school building, the studerg

just moved to the side and the instructor kept tedang.
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